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S.1. 2025 No. 33 MERCHANT SHIPPING (MARITIME ACCIDENT AND INCIDENT INVESTIGATION) REGULATIONS, 2025

IMO Resolution MSC.255(84) Code of the International Standards and Recommended practices for a safety investigation
into a Marine Casualty or Marine Incident (Casualty Investigation Code)

The International Safety Management Code (ISM Code)

Bulletin 035 - Piracy and Armed Robbery
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PPI01-FO1 Accident Report Form

Purpose

This Bulletin aligns with the S.I. 2025 No. 33 MERCHANT SHIPPING (MARITIME ACCIDENT AND INCIDENT INVESTIGATION)
REGULATIONS, 2025 and the IMO Casualty Investigation Code to ensure the timely, objective, and consistent investigation
of marine accidents. The primary purpose of investigations is to prevent future accidents, not to apportion blame or

determine liability.

This Bulletin provides information on BMSR’s reporting requirements for reporting Marine Accidents and Marine Safety
Investigations.

This Bulletin does not cover the reporting of Piracy incidents, which are addressed in Bulletin 035.

This Bulletin does not cover reporting of Birth and Deaths, Occupational Diseases and Breach of Security (Stowaways),
which are addressed in Bulletin 010.

BMSR Contact Details

In case of emergency the BMSR contact details are as per below:

Email: accidents@barbadosmaritime.com

Emergency 24-hour phone: +44 (0) 7494 116 754
Application
This Bulletin applies to all Barbadian vessels engaged in international voyages.

Definitions

For the purposes of Section 2(1) of the S.I. 2025 No. 33, “marine accident” refers to both a marine casualty and a marine
incident as defined in this section.

A marine casualty is an event, or a sequence of events, that has resulted in any of the following which has occurred directly
in connection with the operations of a vessel:


https://barbadosmaritime.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/MERCHANT-SHIPPING-ACT-2024.pdf
https://barbadosmaritime.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/S.I.-2025-No.-33-MERCHANT-SHIPPING-MARITIME-ACCIDENT-AND-INCIDENT-INVESTIGATION-REGULATIONS-2025.pdf
https://barbadosmaritime.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Res-MSC.25584-Casualty-Investigation-Code.pdf
https://www.imo.org/en/ourwork/humanelement/pages/ISMCode.aspx
https://barbadosmaritime.org/documents/bulletins/
https://barbadosmaritime.org/documents/bulletins/
https://wwwcdn.imo.org/localresources/en/KnowledgeCentre/IndexofIMOResolutions/AssemblyDocuments/A.1056(27).pdf
https://barbadosmaritime.org/documents/forms/
mailto:accidents@barbadosmaritime.com
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The death of, or serious injury to a person. In this context, a serious injury renders the person unable to perform their
usual duties for >72 hours and includes occupational accidents;
The loss of a person from a vessel;

The loss, presumed loss, or abandonment of a vessel;

Material damage to a vessel or marine infrastructure. In this context, material damage means the structural integrity,
performance or operational characteristics of the vessel or infrastructure are significantly affected and require major
repair or replacement of a major component or components.

The vessel is unfit to proceed or requires flag state approval or a condition of class before it is allowed to proceed.

At sea, a breakdown of the vessel, required towage.

The stranding or disabling of a vessel, or the involvement of a vessel in a collision.

Damage to marine infrastructure external of a vessel that could seriously endanger the safety of the vessel, another
vessel or any individual.

Pollution, caused by damage to a vessel or vessels.

A very serious marine casualty means a marine casualty involving the total loss of the vessel or the death of a person or
severe damage to the environment.

A marine incident, is an event or sequence of events, which has occurred directly in connection with the operation of a
vessel that does not meet the criteria to be classified as a marine casualty (as in Section 5.2 above) but that endangered

or, if not corrected would endanger, the safety of the vessel, its occupants or any other person or the environment.

A marine incident or marine casualty does not include a deliberate act or omission, with the intention to cause harm to the
safety of a vessel, an individual or the environment.

Marine Accident Reporting

The Master or senior surviving officer of a Barbadian vessel must notify the BMSR of any marine accident, regardless of
location.

The vessel’s owner or manager must notify the BMSR of any marine accident unless they are satisfied that the Master or
senior surviving officer has made the report.

All notifications are treated confidentially, and a reporter’s identity will not be released.

Any notification of a marine accident made to the BMSR does not remove any obligation to notify other Organisations,
such as Coastal and Port State authorities.

The BMSR should be informed immediately if a port or coastal State initiates an investigation or takes any other action in
relation to an accident.

An Initial Report of any accident must be sent to the BMSR within 24 hours of the occurrence, via telephone or email. The
Initial Report should provide brief details of the incident, such as:

vessel’s name and IMO number;

the nature of the accident, date, and time;

vessel’s location, and next port of call if at sea;

confirmation that port or coastal State authorities have been notified; and,
Notification must not be delayed until the completion of an internal company investigation.

And follow up to the initial report, PPI01-FO1 Accident Report Form must be submitted within 24 hours.
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What Not to Report

There is no requirement to report:
Defects to equipment and vessel detentions unless they are related to a marine casualty or marine incident.

Injuries to passengers that did not result from activities connected with the operation of the vessel. For example: a
passenger suffering a fall on board a vessel, where the vessel’s movement, design, or acts or omissions by crew were
not contributing factors.

Damage or injuries occurring ashore, which do not involve the vessel’s equipment.

Notwithstanding the list of serious marine casualties contained in Section 6.1, Owners and the Master are encouraged to
report to the BMSR any accident which may fall within the scope of their ISM Code reporting requirements.

Evidence

Following a marine accident, the BMSR may require access to additional information and evidence. Therefore, all charts,
logbooks, recorded data (hard copy or electronic) relating to the period prior to, during and after the marine accident, and
all other documents, records and equipment which may be pertinent to the marine casualty or marine incident must be
preserved.

Where a vessel is fitted with a Voyage Data Recorder, the data recorded by it must be saved immediately and steps taken
to prevent the data becoming overwritten. Preservation is mandatory for marine casualties.

Accident follow-up and Marine Safety Investigation

Following a preliminary review of the facts provided in the initial reporting and PPI01-FO1 Accident Report Form (when
applicable), the BMSR may seek to obtain such information as it considers necessary concerning the marine accident and
any remedial action taken. A description of actions taken and/or recommendations made to prevent recurrence may be
requested. In some cases, the Company’s investigation report will be sufficient, but the BMSR may seek further details if
required.

A Marine Safety Investigation (MSI) will be conducted for all the very serious marine casualties, as defined in Sec. 5.3 above.

A marine safety investigation might be conducted into marine casualties (other than very serious marine casualties) and
marine incidents if it is considered likely that an MSI will provide information that can be used to prevent marine accidents
in the future.

The purpose of an MSl is to help prevent further avoidable accidents from recurring, it does not seek to apportion blame
or establish liability. Instead, it works alongside shipowners to help ensure that lessons learned from a casualty are
implemented and the likelihood of recurrence is reduced.

When an MSl is carried out, the BMSR publishes the MSI report that includes safety recommendations and safety learning
to improve safety at sea.

Offences

Under Section 19(1) of the S.I. 2025 No. 33 it is an offence not to report a marine accident or provide information required
without reasonable cause. This may result in the suspension of the certificate of registry (COR) of the vessel until the
contravention is rectified, or in the deletion of the vessel from the register.

A person who commits an offence as per Section 19(1) of the S.I. 2025 No. 33 is liable on summary conviction to a fine of

USD 25,000. A person who fails without reasonable cause to comply with Section 19(1) of the S.I. 2025 No. 33 commits an
offence and is liable on summary conviction to a fine of USD 12,500 or, on conviction on indictment, to a fine of USD 37,500.
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Rights and Fair Treatment during MSls

MSIs are conducted in accordance with Resolution A.1056(27) and witnesses have the right to:
nominate a person to be present during interviews (with BMSR approval);
receive legal advice if there's risk of self-incrimination;

and access their own written statements upon request.
BMSR may exclude accompanying persons if their presence hinders the investigation.
MSI Draft Reports and Comments

Substantially interested States or parties are given the opportunity to comment on a draft report prior to final publication.
BMSR will:

allow 30 days for comments;
address significant objections in the final report; and

require assurance that drafts will not be circulated or disclosed.
This process supports transparency and ensures factual accuracy before public release.
Confidentiality and Independence

All investigation materials—including VDR data, medical info, and witness statements—are confidential. These are not
disclosed for purposes other than the MSI unless ordered by a court or otherwise authorised by BMSR.

Statements remain the property of the individual and may only be shared with their explicit consent.

BMSR ensures that MSIs are conducted independently, without external influence. Investigators operate free from
commercial, political, or legal pressures. The process is impartial and confidential.
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First Issue — supersede: Bulletin 317: Casualty and Accident/Incident Reporting Requirements Rev.1.0
1.0 .
Content moved from Bulletin 010
1.1 Amended phone number in Sec. 3.1.2
1.2 Amended email address in Sec. 3.1.1
1.3 Amended Sec. 1. b, 2.3,3.1,5.1.4,5.1.5,5.1.6,5.2, 5.3, 5.4, 6.2, 6.8, 7,9, 9.2, 9.5 and 10.2
2.0 e Amended Sec.1 All references with hyperlinks

e Amended Sec. 2.3, 5.1, 10.1 wording and cross-reference fields
Rewritten Sec. 10.2

Amended Sec. 6.8, 9.1 with new reporting form
Added new sections: 11,12 and 13.
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[bookmark: _Hlk146544720]Purpose 

This Bulletin aligns with the S.I. 2025 No. 33 MERCHANT SHIPPING (MARITIME ACCIDENT AND INCIDENT INVESTIGATION) REGULATIONS, 2025 and the IMO Casualty Investigation Code to ensure the timely, objective, and consistent investigation of marine accidents. The primary purpose of investigations is to prevent future accidents, not to apportion blame or determine liability.

This Bulletin provides information on BMSR’s reporting requirements for reporting Marine Accidents and Marine Safety Investigations.

This Bulletin does not cover the reporting of Piracy incidents, which are addressed in Bulletin 035.

This Bulletin does not cover reporting of Birth and Deaths, Occupational Diseases and Breach of Security (Stowaways), which are addressed in Bulletin 010.

BMSR Contact Details

In case of emergency the BMSR contact details are as per below:

Email: accidents@barbadosmaritime.com

Emergency 24-hour phone: +44 (0) 7494 116 754

Application

This Bulletin applies to all Barbadian vessels engaged in international voyages.

[bookmark: _Ref146561028]Definitions 

[bookmark: _Ref81948818]For the purposes of Section 2(1) of the S.I. 2025 No. 33, “marine accident” refers to both a marine casualty and a marine incident as defined in this section.

[bookmark: _Ref159846994]A marine casualty is an event, or a sequence of events, that has resulted in any of the following which has occurred directly in connection with the operations of a vessel:



[bookmark: _Ref159847001]

The death of, or serious injury to a person. In this context, a serious injury renders the person unable to perform their usual duties for >72 hours and includes occupational accidents;

[bookmark: _Ref159847012]The loss of a person from a vessel;

The loss, presumed loss, or abandonment of a vessel;

Material damage to a vessel or marine infrastructure. In this context, material damage means the structural integrity, performance or operational characteristics of the vessel or infrastructure are significantly affected and require major repair or replacement of a major component or components.

The vessel is unfit to proceed or requires flag state approval or a condition of class before it is allowed to proceed.

At sea, a breakdown of the vessel, required towage.

The stranding or disabling of a vessel, or the involvement of a vessel in a collision.

Damage to marine infrastructure external of a vessel that could seriously endanger the safety of the vessel, another vessel or any individual.

Pollution, caused by damage to a vessel or vessels.

[bookmark: _Ref146555851]A very serious marine casualty means a marine casualty involving the total loss of the vessel or the death of a person or severe damage to the environment.

A marine incident, is an event or sequence of events, which has occurred directly in connection with the operation of a vessel that does not meet the criteria to be classified as a marine casualty (as in Section 5.2 above) but that endangered or, if not corrected would endanger, the safety of the vessel, its occupants or any other person or the environment.

A marine incident or marine casualty does not include a deliberate act or omission, with the intention to cause harm to the safety of a vessel, an individual or the environment.

Marine Accident Reporting

[bookmark: _Ref146555587]The Master or senior surviving officer of a Barbadian vessel must notify the BMSR of any marine accident, regardless of location.

The vessel’s owner or manager must notify the BMSR of any marine accident unless they are satisfied that the Master or senior surviving officer has made the report. 

All notifications are treated confidentially, and a reporter’s identity will not be released.

Any notification of a marine accident made to the BMSR does not remove any obligation to notify other Organisations, such as Coastal and Port State authorities. 

The BMSR should be informed immediately if a port or coastal State initiates an investigation or takes any other action in relation to an accident.

An Initial Report of any accident must be sent to the BMSR within 24 hours of the occurrence, via telephone or email. The Initial Report should provide brief details of the incident, such as:

vessel’s name and IMO number;

the nature of the accident, date, and time;

vessel’s location, and next port of call if at sea;

confirmation that port or coastal State authorities have been notified; and,

Notification must not be delayed until the completion of an internal company investigation. 

And follow up to the initial report, PPI01-F01 Accident Report Form must be submitted within 24 hours.
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What Not to Report

There is no requirement to report: 

Defects to equipment and vessel detentions unless they are related to a marine casualty or marine incident.

Injuries to passengers that did not result from activities connected with the operation of the vessel. For example: a passenger suffering a fall on board a vessel, where the vessel’s movement, design, or acts or omissions by crew were not contributing factors.

Damage or injuries occurring ashore, which do not involve the vessel’s equipment.

Notwithstanding the list of serious marine casualties contained in Section 6.1, Owners and the Master are encouraged to report to the BMSR any accident which may fall within the scope of their ISM Code reporting requirements.

Evidence

Following a marine accident, the BMSR may require access to additional information and evidence. Therefore, all charts, logbooks, recorded data (hard copy or electronic) relating to the period prior to, during and after the marine accident, and all other documents, records and equipment which may be pertinent to the marine casualty or marine incident must be preserved. 

Where a vessel is fitted with a Voyage Data Recorder, the data recorded by it must be saved immediately and steps taken to prevent the data becoming overwritten. Preservation is mandatory for marine casualties.

Accident follow-up and Marine Safety Investigation

Following a preliminary review of the facts provided in the initial reporting and PPI01-F01 Accident Report Form (when applicable), the BMSR may seek to obtain such information as it considers necessary concerning the marine accident and any remedial action taken. A description of actions taken and/or recommendations made to prevent recurrence may be requested. In some cases, the Company’s investigation report will be sufficient, but the BMSR may seek further details if required.

A Marine Safety Investigation (MSI) will be conducted for all the very serious marine casualties, as defined in Sec. 5.3 above.

A marine safety investigation might be conducted into marine casualties (other than very serious marine casualties) and marine incidents if it is considered likely that an MSI will provide information that can be used to prevent marine accidents in the future.

The purpose of an MSI is to help prevent further avoidable accidents from recurring, it does not seek to apportion blame or establish liability. Instead, it works alongside shipowners to help ensure that lessons learned from a casualty are implemented and the likelihood of recurrence is reduced.

[bookmark: _Hlk159847369]When an MSI is carried out, the BMSR publishes the MSI report that includes safety recommendations and safety learning to improve safety at sea.

Offences 

[bookmark: _Hlk199844502][bookmark: _Hlk158795707]Under Section 19(1) of the S.I. 2025 No. 33 it is an offence not to report a marine accident or provide information required without reasonable cause. This may result in the suspension of the certificate of registry (COR) of the vessel until the contravention is rectified, or in the deletion of the vessel from the register. 

[bookmark: _Hlk199844981][bookmark: _Hlk199845135]A person who commits an offence as per Section 19(1) of the S.I. 2025 No. 33 is liable on summary conviction to a fine of USD 25,000. A person who fails without reasonable cause to comply with Section 19(1) of the S.I. 2025 No. 33 commits an offence and is liable on summary conviction to a fine of USD 12,500 or, on conviction on indictment, to a fine of USD 37,500.
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Rights and Fair Treatment during MSIs

MSIs are conducted in accordance with Resolution A.1056(27) and witnesses have the right to:

nominate a person to be present during interviews (with BMSR approval);

receive legal advice if there's risk of self-incrimination;

and access their own written statements upon request.

BMSR may exclude accompanying persons if their presence hinders the investigation.

MSI Draft Reports and Comments

Substantially interested States or parties are given the opportunity to comment on a draft report prior to final publication. BMSR will:

allow 30 days for comments;

address significant objections in the final report; and

require assurance that drafts will not be circulated or disclosed.

This process supports transparency and ensures factual accuracy before public release.

Confidentiality and Independence

All investigation materials—including VDR data, medical info, and witness statements—are confidential. These are not  disclosed for purposes other than the MSI unless ordered by a court or otherwise authorised by BMSR.

Statements remain the property of the individual and may only be shared with their explicit consent.

BMSR ensures that MSIs are conducted independently, without external influence. Investigators operate free from commercial, political, or legal pressures. The process is impartial and confidential.
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· Amended Sec. 2.3, 5.1, 10.1 wording and cross-reference fields 

· Rewritten Sec. 10.2

· Amended Sec. 6.8, 9.1 with new reporting form 

· Added new sections: 11,12 and 13.
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